
MSM is an informative and attractive newspaper which people look forward to reading regularly.

In addition to presenting 'Corporate News' to all the employees, in various Divisions far and wide it
has become a platform for the entire HAL family to know and learn more about each other's activities

and events. In three years, MSM has been one of the catalysts in bringing about cultural changes
essential for HAL becoming the leader that it can be. - Suparna Kapoor, Manager (BD), Hyderabad

Inspired by Rakesh Sharma, HAL tests
unique pilot project with wonderkids
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Call it the magic of ProjectAasman. For the
20-odd Class-VIII students of the
Bangalore-based Mallya Aditi

International School, September 2009 will be one
month and year that they will remember for a
long, long time.

The brainchild of India's first man in space
and former HAL Test Pilot, Wing Commander
Rakesh Sharma, Project Aasman took off at
HAL's RWRDC with a dedicated team of bril-
liant brains sharing their knowledge in aeronau-
tics with some bright kids.

This pilot project was conceived at CO by
Director (HR) Mr Sanjeev Sahi after Wg Cdr
Rakesh Sharma expressed his desire to launch
this project. Later, the idea was executed to per-
fection by Managing Director (Helicopter
Complex) Mr R. Srinivasan's team. The effort
and passion with which Head of HR Ms Aruna
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The excited students of Mallya Aditi International School at RWRDC during the launch of Project Aasman.
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HAL's aviation experts interact with the students during the project.

Ir~~ '"..~ .'''J8,:i"rn -jfT~f...TIi!lf'I If -'" . .ip -- 1



-~ ~ ~~H "au VVU~~H iHXL... L~" iii" .lV," L->cLUHd

Rao and her team propelled this mission. vvere

complimented by the Management, parents and
students, who were part of Project Aasman.

Corporate Communications, the nodal point
for this not-much-hyped event, code-named it
as ProjectAasman.

Part of the push for this project came from the
group of parents at Mallya Aditi International
School who have started an initiative called
PASS (Partnership for Appreciation of Science
outside School) and taken up the responsibility
of taking their wards beyond classrooms to give
them exposure to different fields. The PASS ini-
tiative is spearheaded by Ms Ramma Basappa, a
parent-cum-entrepreneur and daughter of for-
mer HAL Chairman Gp Capt B.K. Kapoor.

Here's a gist of what Project Aasman was all
about:
Session-I, September 5: 'Making of a
Helicopter' was the subject of curiosity on Day-
1 of the theory session. Dr Prasad Sampath,
Chief Designer and Mr DS.D. Prasad Rao,
HOFG (D) donned the role of teachers and
explained the basics of flying, the science of fly-
ing and the art of flying.

The Prasad-Prasad duo touched on all
aspects of a helicopter and the whole session
was filled with simple narrations which
held the young audience in thrall. The Q&A

break gave us a glimpse into the India of ~
tomorrow, as the kids fired a volley of
'whys' and 'hows' at the two experts. The
graphic session on how a helicopter
flies kept the youngsters on
excitement mode and within no
time it was just another aero-
nautics class in progress. Age
was no factor.
Session 2, September 12:
Having got the basics right in
Session-l and slept over it for a
week, the enthused lot couldn't
wait any further to hit the shop
floor to see the mean machines
up close. They visited the
machine shop, transmission
assembly, final assembly,
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Studentsat the ALHFinalAssembly.(Right)MD(HC)Mr Srinivasangets a smallpresent from a participant.

ground test centre, systems integration laborato- 'Good job, HAL': Wg Cdr Rakesh Sharma was
ry, design analysis wings and flight test centre. thrilled to hear the news that HAL had executed

"The whole HAL experience was amazing. We Project Aasman with so much success. Far away
learned a lot, and honestly we are still to recov- from the hustle and bustle of Bangalore, he was
er from the excitement of having dated some all praise for HAL. "When the parents shared
unbelievable machines," Karthik Basappa, a their requirement, I had no second thoughts and
participant, wrote to MSM. "This trip to HAL knew HAL was the ideal place for this initiative.
will be in my memories for ever, as something I believe that in India we are fortunate to have a
like this happens only once in our lives," wrote lot of able people. In this line of work, apart
Aadit Shah, while Gaurav Re??y said that he from the ability, you need passion. This is the

was proud to have VIsIted HAL, and right age, and you must catch them young when
salu~ed all those who had made HAL they are in school. If you are hooked on to some-

mIghty over the years: . thing, you are bound to excel. I am extremely
Wi' IncIdentally, KarthIk, Aadit and happy that a beginning has been made in HAL

Gaurav ha~e been selected ~or ~he through ProjectAasman," he said.
MSM SpeczalAwards f.or wInnmg Wg Cdr Rakesh Sharma has been a great inspi-

1 the .essay c~n~est on ProjectAasman. ration and motivator for Team CorpCom. All
" Said ~r Sn~IVasan, ~D (HC), after our new ideas have found a great supporter in
mte~actmg WIt~ the chIldren on ~he him, and here's what he had to say some time
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I am extremely happy that a beginning has been made by
HAL through Project Aasman. - Wg Cdr Rakesh Sharma
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